
69 UCLA L. Rev. DisC. 172 (2022)

U.C.L.A. Law Review
Becoming a Law Teacher: Three Stories 
2021 Rutter Award Acceptance Speech

Hiroshi Motomura

ABSTRACT

Each year, the UCLA School of Law presents the Rutter Award for Excellence in Teaching to an 
outstanding law professor.  On April 28, 2021, this honor was given to Professor Hiroshi 
Motomura.  UCLA Law Review Discourse is proud to continue its tradition of publishing a 
modified version of the ceremony speech delivered by the award recipient.

AUTHOR

Hiroshi Motomura is the Susan Westerberg Prager Distinguished Professor of Law and Faculty Co-
Director of the Center for Immigration Law and Policy at the UCLA School of Law.  He is the author 
or co-author of several widely cited books and many influential articles on immigration law and 
immigrants’ rights.  Professor Motomura has testified in Congress and been a volunteer advocate in 
significant court cases and policy initiatives, including the efforts that led to the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.  He is one of the founders of the Rocky Mountain Immigrant 
Advocacy Network (RMIAN).
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